
Early Years Summer Newsletter 
 
Welcome Back 
We can’t quite believe we are entering the summer term.  It has certainly been a 
strange year so far. Hopefully, things will continue to move towards some kind of 
normality. 
 
We hope you were able to have a restful Easter Break, and made the most of the new 
guidelines – meeting up with friends and family outside – despite the wintery weather.  Over 
the Easter break, a canopy has been fitted in the Phase 1 outdoor area.  This means that we 
have a sheltered area to play and work outside – whatever the weather! 

 
Thank you to everyone who has paid sponsor money for the Phase 1 – 100 
lengths.  If you haven’t paid yet, you can still do so via ParentPay.  We will soon 
order a new reading and talking den to use in the outdoor area. 
  

Routines 
We were so impressed with how well the children settled back into school after the recent 
lockdown – they quickly got back into our daily routines.  Our regular weekly activities are 
as follows: 

Tuesday Library Please continue to send library books in on a Tuesday, so 
your child can choose a new one.  There are a number of books that have been 
at home since Christmas – please check bookshelves at home for any so we can 
swap them for a new book (school library books have a black sticker on the spine 
and are stamped with the school name inside). 

Thursday – Forest Schools Please continue to send children in their 
forest clothes on a Thursday morning with their shoes etc in a named 
carrier bag.  As the weather gets warmer, you may need to consider what 
your child wears in the forest.  We find it is better if the children wear 
clothing that covers their arms and legs so that they are free to climb and 
explore without worrying about getting dirty.  Thin waterproof trousers 
and coats are useful as the weather gets warmer. 

Friday – PE Please ensure PE kit is in school at all times.  If you found 
any items of PE kit that do not belong to your child over the Easter 
break, please send it back to school so we can reunite it with its owner! 
  

Observations and Tapestry 



Because of the strange term we have had this year, our weekly focus children for 
observations has taken a back seat.  We will be re-starting the weekly observations 
this week.  Each week, we will choose three children who we will spend more time 
observing and interacting with.  Observations and interactions will be recorded on 
Tapestry and there will be the opportunity to talk to Mrs Carr in a telephone call in 
the week following your child’s observation week. 
 
We will continue to use Tapestry to record significant moments in the other children’s 
learning and experiences. 
 
End of Year Assessments 
Usually, at the end of the reception year, children are assessed against National 
Expectations – called Early Learning Goals.  This marks the end of the ‘Foundation Stage’ – 
Birth to Age 5 and the data is usually reported to the government.  In the light of COVID-
19 in in response to both the lockdown last year and the most recent one after Christmas, 
the government have cancelled the collection of data (The Early Years Profile) for this year.  
We will still assess the children against the End of Year expectations, but this information 
will purely be for the school’s use – to inform both you as parents/carers and the Year 1 
team. 
 
These assessments will take place towards the end of the summer term and are based on 
observations that we make whilst playing with the children.  You can also provide 
information to help us in our assessments.  We are very aware that young children often do 
things at home which they don’t do at school and vice-versa and so schools are expected to 
work together with parents to make the end of year assessments.  At Lord Deramore’s, we 
use Tapestry to collect this information.  Please add observations throughout this term of 
things that you think we would find useful.  These things may include: 

 Physical activities your child enjoys doing e.g. riding a 
bike, learning a new skill, cutting with scissors, building 
with lego etc 

 Social Skills shown when interacting with friends and 
relatives e.g. making a video call to Grandparents, 
looking after a younger sibling 

 Enjoyment of books and stories – both reading themselves but also listening to adults 
reading to your child 

 Mark making – making marks, groups of letters and simple words that your child 
uses to convey a message (please note that the assessment for writing is about 
children attempting writing and spelling themselves and not copying adult writing) 

 Counting and using numbers in daily life e.g. singing number songs and rhymes, 



working out how many cups are needed to lay the table, recognising numbers out 
and about 

 Enjoyment of family occasions, visits and holidays 

 Talking about and exploring the natural world 

 Creating stories in their play – dressing up, pretend 
play etc 

 Making pictures, models, music and dances – 
examples of your child using a variety of materials 
and techniques to show their creativity 

  

Reading 
In addition, each child reads in a small group each week.  Your child will bring home a book 

after their reading session to practise at home.  One of the biggest things to 
impact a child’s reading development and progress is how often they read at 
home.  We read regularly with the children at school, but those children who 
regularly practise at home make significantly more progress than those who do 
not. 

  
Please read with your child as often as possible – getting into a daily routine is useful for 
both you and your child and regular reading is part of our school homework policy.  5 
minutes a day is fine.  The books are very short and simple and designed to teach children 
the mechanics of reading.  They may begin to memorise the books they have – this is fine 
and gives them confidence, do draw attention to the individual words in the books too.  
Some books also have an envelope of words inside them.  These envelopes in the book can 
be used to support the recognition of individual words.  Pick a word out and ask your child 
to read it then find it in their book.  Please keep envelopes inside the reading book so it is 
returned to school when books are changed.  Please ensure reading books are sent to school 
every day, along with your child’s planner – the day your child gets a new book can vary 
from week to week and often books are passed on to another group so a full set in school is 
vital. 
  
Please continue to enjoy reading other story books to your child.  
This is particularly helpful for the children to help develop their 
understanding of stories, a love of books, and their familiarity with 
story language and other new words.  It also provides them with a 
role model for how to become a successful reader. 
   

Learning 
This term we will continue to follow the children’s interests and we will be teaching and 



extending their learning through their play.   
  
We will continue to tell our stories and act them out on a daily basis - the 
children love the opportunity to tell their stories!  We will also enjoy 
listening to other stories, many of which will be focussed around the mini-

theme of journeys and holidays. 
  
In our phonics this half term, we will be consolidating the 
sounds we have learnt so far, introducing some more digraphs 
(two letters that make one sound – ou, oi, ar, er), trigraphs 
(three letters that make one sound – air, ear) and continuing to 
practise blending (putting sounds together – c-a-t = cat, and 
segmenting – splitting words up into their sounds – dog = d-o-g).  Please continue to support 
your child by helping them to ‘tune in’ to sounds by playing games such as I spy, listening to 
and making up rhymes and orally blending and segmenting. 
  

In maths we will continue to learn about numbers to 20, exploring 
how they are made and practising counting lots of different things.  
We will explore patterns, shapes and ways of measuring things.  
Much of our maths is taught through songs, games and through the 
program ‘Numberblocks’. 

  
We will also continue with our daily ‘Dough Disco’ and ‘Squiggle’ sessions.  Both 
these sessions help develop strength and coordination in preparation for 
writing.In Dough Disco, we manipulate a ball of dough to music, strngtening 
each finger (on both hands) in turn and together. In ‘Squiggle’ we practice large 
movements to music before recodning these ‘dances’ on a sheet with pens. 
 
Filiming Opportunity  

We have been approached by York Museum Trust who are looking for a 
group of young children to be a part of a program they are making.  
The prpgram involves the children being shown a collection of artifacts 
and their ideas of what the items are will be recorded.  The museum are 
hoping to record in the coming weeks – possibly as soon as wb 19th 
April.  You will receive a letter with a form for you to sign and return to 

give permission for your child to be involved in the recording.  We will need gforms back by 
Friday 16th April and can only include children who we have had a form for. 
 
Homework 
In Early Years, we don’t set much homework as we know how tired the children are at the 



end of a school day.  The one thing we ask is that you read the reading books with your 
child as often as possible each week.  In addition, we send home a menu of suggested 
activities which hopefully are the sorts of things you can fit into your normal family routine.  
All activities are optional and there is no expectation to record anything.  Pictures can be 
uploaded onto Tapestry. 
 
Dates for this Term 
Monday 3rd May Bank Holiday Monday, school closed 
Thursday 27th May School closes for half term 
Friday 28th May School closed, Teacher Training Day 
Monday 7th June School reopens  
Friday 18th June Potential Phase 1 Sports Afternoon – 
COVID regulations dependent 
Monday 21st –  Whole school outdoor week – all our 
learning is based outdoors for Friday 25th June the week 
Friday 23rd July School finishes for the summer 
 
More details for the above will be sent nearer the time. 
 
As usual, if you have any questions, please speak to Mrs Carr or email (please note the new 
email address) rcarr@lordderamores.com 
 
Best wishes 
 
The Early Years Team 

mailto:rcarr@lordderamores.com

