


Our hedgehog display done by the School Council .



Hedgehogs are found across the UK.
There are 17 different types of hedgehog.
They are a wild animal - not to be kept as pets.
Being a small mammal, they are warm blooded, have a backbone, hair or fur, produce 
milk and give birth to live young.



They have a long nose (for sniffing out food).
Spines on their back give them protection from predators. They have a furry belly.



Hedgehogs are nocturnal - they are active at night and sleep through day.
They hibernate which means they ‘sleep’ through winter when there is no food around.
These creatures like to live alone.



Did you know that a hedgehog has 5000 to 7000 spines on its back? They protect them 
from predators; spines are like stiff human hairs.
When hogs are scared, they curl into a prickly ball and stay still; hedgehogs do not run 
away.



These are baby hedgehogs. 
Hedgehogs usually give birth in June or July to 4 or 5 babies.
Hoglets are born with their spikes under the skin. 
They leave nest at 3 or 4 weeks old.
If a mum and babies are disturbed, she may leave them to die or eat them.



This is a mammal tunnel. Special ink means the hedgehogs leave their foot prints. 



Hedgehogs mainly eat insects and creepy crawlies. They also eat meaty pet food that 
people leave for them in gardens.
NEVER GIVE A HEDGEHOG MILK OR BREAD.



Hedgehogs are a lot like us!
They need food and water, places to sleep, leaves and lovely wild spaces.
Make sure they have a way in to your garden; this is called a hedgehog highway.



Hedgehogs like to live in wildflowers, long grass, hedges, trees, leaf piles, log 
piles, brambles and nettles.



How do you know a hog visits your garden? Feet prints, spines and poo are good 
indicators. You may be lucky enough to spot one at night or on a night camera.

12



Helping hedgehogs. Everyone can do their part: pick up litter, make holes in fences, 
check under bonfires before lighting, keep dogs away and don’t use slug pellets. 



Hedgehogs are at risk of dying out – extinction.
We’ve lost up to half of our hedgehogs since the year 2000.
If you see a hedgehog out in the day, wobbly, being attacked by flies or birds, trapped or 
injured, it needs help. This is Fiona who takes sick hedgehogs into her York hedgehog 
sanctuary – Urchins. She has helped us look after four that we have found in Lord 
Deramore’s.



Caroline, who runs Hedgehog Cottage Rescue, talked to us about how she looks after 
sick hedgehogs.



How to spot a sick hedgehog.



How to help a sick hedgehog.



Here’s how we are doing our bit for our prickly friends. 
We made and delivered hedgehog leaflets in Heslington. 



The construction of the dead hedge. Gordon Eastham (Grounds and Ecology Manager at 
the University of York) and his team helped us to install these uprights. More than 150 
pupils enjoyed creating this wonderful dead hedge by carefully layering the branches 
and twigs up.



It is 40 metres long! The hedgehog sanctuary is behind the hedge and there are six 
hedgehog highways through the hedge which we have seen hedgehogs use. 



Our award-winning bug hotel. It is huge and fully booked all year round! We collect as 
much litter as we can from the school grounds and in Heslington.



Some of the hedgehogs seen at school.






