Prehistory

Life before civilisations used writing is called
‘Prehistory’. Prehistory in Britain is made up of
three different time periods: Stone Age,
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Stone Age Life

The Stone Age is named after the stone tools
that the earliest humans used to help them
survive. They used them to kill animals, such
as mammoths, for their meat, bone marrow
and skins. The bones were also useful for mak-
ing tools, such as needles to sew skins togeth-
er. People in the Stone Age moved around
from place to place with the seasons, in order
to keep safe and warm to follow the animals
they hunted.
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Stone Age Periods

The Stone A_?e lasted for 3.4
million years. This period of time
is divided into three periods:

*Palaeolithic (around 3.4 million
years ago to 10,000 BC)

*Mesolithic (10,000BC to
8,000BC)

*Neolithic (8,000BC to 3,000BC)

Cave Paintings

Cave paintings are prehistoric works of art created by Stone Age
people that have been found all over the world, with the oldest
known being found in
Europe.

They most often show
pictures of animals,
although some also
show humans or use
human handprints as
the focus of the art-
work.

Start of the
Stone Age

At the start of the y
Stone Age, people were
hunter gatherers who needed

people had learnt how to
farm. They built more perma-
nent settlements because

End of the Stone Age Bronze Age | oy Iron Age
By the end of the Stone Age) In Bronze Age, the & In the Iron Age

people of Britain learnt how t
make bronze and extract other
metals from rocks. They learnt

people started to use Iron to
make things. There were more
conflicts between the tribes of

to move around to find food.
There were no  permanent
settlements and people made
simple shelters or live in nat-
ural caves. They used stong

they did not need to move
around to find food
anymore. They also =
developed their skills &
in pottery and

these metalworking skills from
the people migrating from Eu-

| rope to Britain. People started

to become powerful and
wealthy and conflict started

people and so they built hillforts

to protect themselves, their land
and their possessions. The Iron

Age Britons had a lot in common
with the Iron Age Europeans.
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